what a close connection there was between the Muniment Collection and the main library. Most of the first 200 accessions have no entry in the "donor" column, which implies that they were transferred from the main library holdings. Many are volumes, both manuscript and printed, but in about 1957 a collection of "books of historical value" was established in the library and at this date the acquisitions register bears witness to the return of early printed books to the library.
The acquisitions register assigns each accession to a "section": books, MS books, photographs, documents or diplomas, and there are indications that at first each type of item was stored in a different location. Sometimes a new accession was even filed with material on a similar subject; accession number 426, a photocopy of a Crimean War requisition for a wooden hospital building, for example, being subsumed into RAMC 27, a file of cuttings about the Crimean War. Sometimes the curators seem to have gone back through the acquisitions, removing or transferring material which they felt would be more appropriately housed elsewhere, usually to the library or to the Museum. Some certificates of Sir John Hall's training, and the grant of arms upon his knighthood, are on display at the Museum and were not catalogued with the bulk of papers. Some items, especially those marked "unclassified", were simply "disposed of'.
Modern printed books are recorded as having been retumed to the library at various times, the date usually not specified, and some bound "collected papers", which usually include manuscript and typescript items. These probably went to the open shelves of the College Library. The danger of keeping unique materials in the same conditions as printed books which are easily available is highlighted by a note in the register beside the entry for RAMC 95, the famous collection of Sir Charles Bell's watercolours of wounded soldiers after the battle of Waterloo: "N.B. Various mss & sketches were stolen from the Library about 1930". Fortunately the "collected papers" seem to have been returned eventually to the Muniment Collection, but treated as a new acquisition: General R. J. Blackham's papers, for example, originally accessioned as number 17, returned in 1970 as number 588. These interconnections account for some of the numerous gaps, especially in the early years, in the numbering sequence.
A historical museum had been established at the RAMC barracks at Mytchett in Surrey (sometimes described as being at Ash Vale in Hampshire, since that is the nearest railway station) and the museum curator, always a retired officer of the Corps, was responsible for the Muniment Collection. The attitude of successive curators helped to shape its development. The founding curator was Major-General (Robert) Eric Barnsley (1886 Barnsley ( -1968 A new curator, General Alastair Maclennan, appointed in 1968, seems to have encouraged various departments of the Royal Army Medical College to deposit material. Sometimes there is no more clue to origin than the register's note "RAM College" or "RAMC Headquarters". Thus, a certain amount of research was needed to throw any light on the origins of RAMC 522, a set of magnificent photographs of Burma in 1885-1887. The accession register claims them to have been "compiled by H. M. Burton, Army
Medical Staff"; reference to Johnston's Roll of Medical Officers suggests that this must be Lieutenant-Colonel F. H. M. Burton, who served in Burma in those years, but there is no indication of how his albums might have come to the College. One can be a little more confident with the scrapbooks accessioned as RAMC 525, since they concem research and exhibitions at the Army Medical School: Sir Alexander Ogston's notes on his gunshot wound research, and material about an exhibit at the Museum of Pathology. It seems that they were preserved in their respective departments, even when the School moved to London, and were produced when Maclennan appealed for material of historical interest.
In the middle of a large number of accessions transferred in 1970 from the College Library (RAMC 561-648) are two, 598 and 599, from the Pathology Department. They are important records of research by two of the gods of the army medical services, one T. R. Lewis's 1871 notes for the Sanitary Commission of the Government of India, the other Sir David Bruce's 1893 cholera and rabies experiments at the Army Medical School. They seem to be the only items from the College laboratories which had not been put into the , 1973 , -1974 , (RAMC 1920 .
The precedent seems to have been established for once again putting publications into the Muniment Collection (most of the original accessions of books having been returned to the Library) with the accession in 1970 of twenty-three books "ex libris Major-General Bamsley". Some of these are of relevance to the history of medicine and some to the history of the RAMC, but there are oddities such as five first editions of Rudyard Kipling novels and poetry. Any reference works which library or museum no longer found of current use tended from that time to go into the Muniment Collection, often in batches, such as RAMC 880-898 and RAMC 910-922, which are all recorded as being "ex Mytchett", which implies the Museum, but might mean offices in the barracks. It is an inefficient use of space and of staff time to treat books in the same way as archives, and so the CMAC policy has been to separate the published material, unless The Muniment Collection was surveyed in 1957 by the Historical Manuscripts Commission,9 but the catalogue produced is almost completely incomprehensible, since its author attempted to treat the collection as an archive, putting all the correspondence together, all the accounts together, etc., regardless of the origin of the material. We must be grateful that there was no attempt physically to re-arrange the material in this order, so that each accession has preserved what coherence it had. Much more useful was the catalogue produced in house, basically copying the information from the Accessions Register and providing an index of "authors". It was revised from time to time; a note in the Accessions Register after the entry for RAMC 1142 (dated 17/1/75) reads "The Revised Muniment Room Catalogue (1975) includes all serials to 1142", while the final version, which accompanied the Collection to the Wellcome, covers accession numbers 1-1420.Io
The Historical Manuscripts Commission also produced lists of the two large collections mentioned above; RAMC 397, the papers of Sir John Hall, and RAMC 139, the papers of Sir Thomas Longmore. ' Since these, as well as the curator's list of the Mytchett Collection, had been used by readers before the Muniment Collection came to the Wellcome, the order and references assigned have been retained as far as possible. The detailed lists of the Hall and Longmore papers are Appendices A and C of the RAMC Catalogue, each with its own system of reference codes, explained in a brief introduction. The Mytchett Collection list, provided with more detail and somewhat re-arranged for clarity, is Appendix B. It can be seen from this account that there is no way of predicting what may or may not be found in the RAMC Muniment Collection. In the first forty years of its existence it has been the repository for a great variety of material illustrative of the history of medicine and of the army medical services, but also of miscellaneous items which found their way in along with the relevant material, were in need of a home, or just seemed of interest.
The new catalogue is in two volumes. The first contains an introduction, a guide to other sources for the history of military medicine and detailed indexes to subjects, places and personal names. The subject and place name indexes list references in chronological order within each section, apart from the very large sections for the First and Second World Wars, which are grouped under sub-headings, starting with sections such as "General" and "Unit histories" and then covering the different fronts (including "Home Front" in both wars) in alphabetical order. Within each of these sub-sections, references are listed simply in order of accession number. Having found a reference number of likely material, readers should consult Volume II of the catalogue, where material is listed in detail and box numbers noted.
At the same time as it transferred the Muniment Collection to the Wellcome, the RAMC sent its "books of historical value", all the out-of-date textbooks and reference books, and any other unwanted items found in the Library's cupboards. The book collections are now held in the Wellcome Institute Library's printed book departments, to which a large number of published govemment reports have recently been transferred. Remaining are various records of the Army Medical School, of the Military Hospital at Fort Pitt and of the
